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1. ACTING ON INSTRUCTIONS VICE MINISTER HOGEN, DEPUTY 
DIRGEN NORTH AMERICAN AFFAIRS, SUMIYA, CALLED POLITICAL 
COUNSELOR TO FOREIGN OFFICE MARCH 29 FOR BRIEFING ON 
CONTENTS OF BREZHNEV LETTER TO PRIME MINISTER TANAKA 
WHICH WAS DELIVERED BY SOVIET AMBASSADOR MARCH 28. 

SUMIYA, WAS CONVERSANT ONLY IN GENERAL TERMS WITH DETAILS 
OF MESSAGE AND SPENT SOME TIME CONSULTING TEXT AS HE 
EXPLAINED CONTENTS. 

2. LETTER OPENED WITH STATEMENT BY BREZHNEV WELCOMING 
DEEPING OF RELATIONS BETWEEN JAPAN AND USSR AND STRESSING 
THAT PROCESS SHOULD BE BASED ON PRINCIPLES OF NON 
INTERFERENCE IN EACH OTHERS INTERNAL AFFAIRS AND WITHOUT 
IMPAIRING EITHER COUNTRY' S RELATIONS WITH THIRD COUNTRIES. 

HE THEN PROCEEDED TO ACCEPT PROPOSAL FOR REOPENING 
NEGOTIATIONS THIS YEAR ON JAPAN- USSR PEACE TREATY AND 
SUGGESTED THAT DATE FOR PEACE TALKS BE WORKED OUT BY 
APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES. BREZHNEV THEN ADDED THAT QTE POSITION 
OF SOVIET UNION ON THIS SUBJECT WAS WELL KNOWN TO JAPANESE 
GOVERNMENT UNQTE. 

3. NEXT SECTION OF LETTER DEALT WITH ECONOMIC COOPERATION 
SECRET 


SECRET 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


PAGE 02 TOKYO 03742 291 107 Z 

IN SIBERIAN OIL AND GAS RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT. HERE 
AGAIN, BREZHNEV WELCOMED IAPANESE WILLINGNESS TO PARTICIPATE 
AND PROPOSED THAT DETAILS BE WORKED OUT BETWEEN APPROPRIATE 
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES. 

4. FINAL PORTION OF BREZHNEV LETTER CONSISTED OF FORMAL 
INVITATION TO PRIME MINISTER TANAKA TO VISIT SOVIET 
UNION LATER IN YEAR WITH MUTUALLY CONVENIENT DATE TO BE 
WORKED OUT. BREZHNEV ADDED THAT THIS CONSTITUTED RE- 
STATEMENT OF EARLIER SOVIET INVITATION TO JAPANESE 
PRIME MINISTER IN 1964. 

5. SUMIYA WAS UNAWARE OF WHETHER ANY AGREEMENT 
HAD BEEN REACHED ON POSSIBLE DATES EITHER FOR VISIT 
OR FOR PEACE TREATY NEGOTIATIONS. HE SAID THAT FONOFF 
HAD BEEN STRUCK BY FACT THAT RESPONSE TO TANAKA LETTER 
HAD COME RELATIVELY QUICKLY AND HAD BEEN GENERALLY 
POSITIVE. ON OTHER HAND, THEY INTERPRETED STATEMENT 
ABOUT SOVIET POSITION ON PEACE GREATY BEING WELL KNOWN 
TO GOJ AS INDICATION THAT MOSCOW WAS NOT PREPARED TO 
YIELD ON NORTHERN TERRITORIES QUESTION. THEREFORE, 

ACCORDING SUMIYA, FONOFF HAD LITTLE HOPE FOR 

REAL PROGRESS ON PEACE TREATY. 

6. EMBASSY WILL FOLLOW UP IN DISCUSSIONS WITH SOVIET 
DESK AT FONOFF WHO WILL PROBABLY BE BETTER INFORMED 
ABOUT NUANCES AND DETAILS OF BREZHNEV LETTER. 

INGERSOLL 


SECRET 


*** Current Handling Restrictions *** EXDIS 
*** Current Classification *** SECRET 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Concepts: 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 29 MAR 1973 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: elyme 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1 973TOKYO03742 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: RR 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: n/a 

From: TOKYO 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730344/aaaaitgd.tel 

Line Count: 96 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION SS 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: elyme 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 25 SEP 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <25-Sep-2001 by elyme>; APPROVED <21 -Nov-2001 by elyme> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> wfs 980126 

Subject: BREZHNEV LETTER TO PRIME MINISTER TANAKA REF TOKYO 2 616 

TAGS: PFOR, JA, RS, n/a 

To: MOSCOW 

SECSTATE WASHDC 

SS 

Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



